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tive impact she has had on the problems she
tackled and the people she served.

I will always be grateful for her service.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
December 10, 1994

Good morning. Earlier this week, I signed
the GATT agreement, the most far-reaching
international trade pact in our history. And
this weekend in Miami, we in the United
States are hosting the Summit of the Ameri-
cas, where the leaders of 34 countries have
gathered to promote trade in our own hemi-
sphere.

This Summit of the Americas and GATT
and everything we’ve done to expand inter-
national trade is really about opening up for-
eign markets to America’s goods and services,
so that we can create high-wage jobs and new
opportunities for our people here at home.

But despite all the progress we’ve made—
despite the fact that we have over 5 million
new jobs in the last 22 months, the biggest
expansion of trade in history, we’ve had more
new construction jobs this year than in the
last 9 years combined, and we’ve had a year
of manufacturing job growth for the first time
in a decade—in spite of all that, millions of
hardworking people are still out there killing
themselves, working longer hours for lower
pay, paying more for health care or losing
their health coverage, than ever before. More
and more Americans, even in this recovery,
are worried that they could lose their job or
their benefits at any time. There’s less dispos-
able income for most working Americans
than there was just a decade ago. Many peo-
ple can’t even image being able to afford a
vacation anymore, let alone send their chil-
dren to college. And I’m talking about hard-
working Americans who play by the rules;
they’re tired of watching their earnings bene-
fit people who don’t.

There’s no greater gap between main-
stream American values and modern Gov-
ernment than we find in the welfare system.
The welfare system was set up for all the
right reasons: to help people who had fallen
on hard times temporarily, to give them a

hand up for a little while so they can put
their lives back in order and move on. And
it still works that way for an awful lot of peo-
ple. But for millions and millions of people,
the system is broken badly, and it under-
mines the very values, work, family and re-
sponsibility, that people need to put them-
selves back on track.

The people who are stuck on welfare per-
manently will be the first to tell you that if
we’re going to fix it, we have to return to
those values, and we have to put them front
and center. People who have worked their
way off of welfare, after being afraid they’d
be on it forever, will be the strongest in say-
ing we’ve got to put work, family, and respon-
sibility back into the system.

We have to change welfare so that it drives
people toward the freedom of work, not the
confines of dependence. Work is still the best
social program ever invented. Work gives
hope and structure and meaning to people’s
lives. And we won’t have ended welfare as
we know it until its central focus is to move
people off welfare and into a job so that they
can support themselves and their families.

We have to change welfare so that it
strengthens families and not weaken them.
There is no substitute, none, for the loving
devotion and equally loving discipline of car-
ing parents. Governments don’t raise chil-
dren, parents do. There’s some people out
there who argue that we should let some sort
of big, new institution take parents’ place,
that we should even take children away from
parents as we cut them off welfare, even if
they’re doing a good job as parents, and put
the children in orphanages. Well, those peo-
ple are dead wrong. We need less govern-
mental interference in family life, not more.

We have to change the welfare system so
that it demands the same responsibility al-
ready shouldered by millions and millions of
Americans who already get up every day and
go to work and struggle to make ends meet
and raise their children. Anyone who can
work should do so. Anyone who brings a child
into this world ought to take responsibility
for that child. And no one—no one—should
get pregnant or father a child who isn’t pre-
pared to raise the child, love the child, and
take financial and personal responsibility for
the child’s future.
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That’s why welfare reform must include
a national campaign against teen pregnancy
and the toughest possible enforcement of our
child support laws, along with the require-
ment that people on welfare will have to get
off of it and go to work after a specified pe-
riod of time. It also means that if you’re going
to require that, there has to be a job there
for them and support for people who are
working to raise their children in the proper
way.

I’ve worked on this welfare reform issue
for 14 years, since I first became Governor
of my State. I’ve worked with other Gov-
ernors, with Members of Congress from both
parties, but most importantly with people on
welfare and people who’ve worked their way
off of it. I know that most people out there
on welfare don’t like it a bit, would give any-
thing to get off, and really want to be good,
hardworking citizens and successful parents.

There are a lot of ideas out there for re-
forming welfare. Some are really good, and
some are just political attention-getters.
Since I became President, I’ve worked hard
on this. I’ve already introduced welfare re-
form legislation in the last session of Con-
gress. We’ve also given 20 States relief from
cumbersome Federal bureaucracy rules so
that they can pursue welfare reform on their
own. We’ve done that for more States than
the previous two administrations combined.

There’s still some disagreement about
what we ought to do, but everybody agrees
that the system is badly broken and needs
to be fixed. It’s a bad deal for the taxpayers
who pay the bills, and it’s a worse deal for
the families who are permanently stuck on
it.

Two days ago, after meeting with Gov-
ernors from both the Democratic and Re-
publican Parties, I announced that we’re
going to host a national bipartisan working
session on welfare reform at the White
House in January. I call for this session as
a first step in an honest and forthright discus-
sion about America’s welfare system and how
to fix it. It’s not going to be easy, but our
responsibility to the American people is to
put aside partisan differences and to turn our
full attention to the problems at hand. The
American people deserve a Government that
honors their values and spends their money

wisely and a country that rewards people who
work hard and play by the rules. Working
together, that’s what we can give them.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:19 p.m. on
December 8 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
10.

Remarks Following the First Session
of the Summit of the Americas in
Miami
December 10, 1994

Good morning. We have just completed
the first working session of our summit on
trade and economic integration. We are off
to an excellent start. The 34 democratically
elected leaders of our hemisphere have
agreed to establish a free trade area of the
Americas. This historic step will produce real
opportunities for more jobs and solid, lasting
prosperity for our peoples.

The agreement is specific and concrete.
We have set the year 2005 as our deadline
for negotiating a free trade area, and we have
agreed that there will be real progress before
the end of the century. The agreement will
cover a comprehensive list of areas, from tar-
iffs on goods and services to tariffs on goods,
to services, to agricultural and intellectual
property. We have set a highly detailed time-
table that will include regular meetings of
our ministers for trade. Talks will begin next
month.

In less than a decade, if current trends
continue, this hemisphere will be the world’s
largest market, more than 850 million con-
sumers buying $13 trillion worth of goods
and services. When our work is done, the
free trade area of the Americas will stretch
from Alaska to Argentina. It is the key build-
ing block in our creation of a partnership for
prosperity. It will build upon the many bilat-
eral and multilateral agreements already ex-
isting between our nations.

We want to replace the many conflicting
and different trade and other regulatory
agreements with one that is consistent, while
making sure to assist smaller economies in
transition. We will ask the Organization of
American States and the Inter-American De-
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